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JOTWELL, the Journal of Things We Like (Lots), is an online journal dedicated to celebrating and sharing
the best scholarship relating to the law. To celebrate Jotwell’s 5th Birthday, we invite you to join us for
conversations about what makes legal scholarship great and why it matters.

In the United States, the role of scholarship is under assault in contemporary conversations about law
schools; meanwhile in many other countries legal scholars are routinely pressed to value their work
according to metrics or with reference to fixed conceptions of the role of legal scholarship. We hope this
conference will serve as an answer to those challenges, both in content and by example.

We invite pithy abstracts of proposed contributions, relating to one or more of the conference themes.
Each of these themes provides an occasion for the discussion (and, as appropriate, defense) of the
scholarly enterprise in the modern law school–not for taking the importance of scholarship for granted,
but showing, with specificity, as we hope Jotwell itself does, what good work looks like and why it
matters.

I. Improving the Craft: Writing Legal Scholarship

We invite discussion relating to the writing of legal scholarship.

1. What makes great legal scholarship? Contributions on this theme could either address the issue at a
general level, or anchor their discussion by an analysis of a single exemplary work of legal scholarship.
We are open to discussions of both content and craft.

2. Inevitably, not all books and articles will be “great”. What makes “good” legal scholarship? How do
we achieve it?

II. Improving the Reach: Communicating and Sharing

Legal publishing is changing quickly, and the way that people both produce and consume legal
scholarship seems likely to continue to evolve.

3. Who is (are) the audience(s) for legal scholarship?

4. How does legal scholarship find its audience(s)? Is there anything we as legal academics can or
should do to help disseminate great and good scholarship? To what extent will the shift to online
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publication change how people edit, consume, and share scholarship, and how should we as authors
and editors react?

III. Improving the World: Legal Scholarship and its Influence

Most broadly, we invite discussion of when and how legal scholarship matters.

5. What makes legal scholarship influential? Note that influence is not necessarily the same as
“greatness”. Also, influence has many possible meanings, encompassing influence within or outside the
academy.

6. Finally, we invite personal essays about influence: what scholarship, legal or otherwise, has been
most influential for you as a legal scholar? What if anything can we as future authors learn from this?

Mechanics:

Jotwell publishes short reviews of recent scholarship relevant to the law, and we usually require brevity
and a very contemporary focus. For this event, however, contributions may range over the past, the
present, or the future, and proposed contributions can be as short as five pages, or as long as thirty.

We invite the submission of abstracts for proposed papers fitting one or more of the topics above. Your
abstract should lay out your central idea, and state the anticipated length of the finished product.

Abstracts due by: May 20, 2014. Send your paper proposals (abstracts) via the JOTCONF 2014
EasyChair page at https://www.easychair.org/conferences/?conf=jotconf2014.

If you do not have an EasyChair account you will need to register first – just click at the “sign up for an
account” link at the login page and fill in the form. The system will send you an e-mail with the
instructions how to finish the registration.

Responses by: June 13, 2014

Accepted Papers due: Oct 6, 2014

Conference: Nov. 7-8, 2014
University of Miami School of Law
Coral Gables, FL

Symposium contributions will be published on a special page at Jotwell.com. Authors will retain
copyright. In keeping with Jotwell’s relentlessly low-budget methods, this will be a self-funding event.
Your contributions are welcome even if you cannot attend in person.
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